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23rd Sunday- B 2015     Deacon Pat Hall 
ISAIAH 35:4-7A; JAMES 2:1-5; MARK 7:31-37 

Homilies are vehicles for breaking open the Word of God.  First read the Sunday 
readings at http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/090615.cfm 
 
Today we hear of one of the most detailed and graphic healing stories in the 
Gospel.   
There are at six actions Jesus takes in the healing of our deaf-mute:  
taking aside, putting his finger in the ear, spitting, touching the tongue,  
a deep groan, and a command of healing.i   
These actions are intensely personal, of God opening one’s heart,  
of making his love personally present, filling the heart of the one in need,  
and bringing that person into his own divine life. 
 
Jesus makes himself present to us today, present in his Word, present in Holy 
Communion, present in our priest, and present in the gathered faithful of 
Christ.   
He calls us to self-examination, an examination of our own deafness, an 
examination of our own garbled, selfish and dishonest speech.   
May we go personally with Jesus, allow him to open our hearts, enter our 
hearts, and may we be brought into his Sacred Heart. 
 
While this is intensely personal, it is not individual.   
In our reading from Isaiah, an Old Testament reading that pre-figured Christ, 
we hear that the Lord comes to save you…the ears of the deaf be cleared…the 
tongue of the mute will sing. 
 
Isaiah proclaimed this to a people who were feeling threatened by hostile 
neighbors. ii  
They were afraid of their very survival.   
Isaiah preached hope and faith in a provident God. 
 
We, as a parish, have recently experienced some of that anxiety and fear.   
Three weeks ago we received the sudden and shocking news that Fr. David 
had resigned as our pastor.   
Despite Fr. David’s assurances to the contrary, some thought it was because 
of something that we had done or failed to do.   
Rumors started to fly including things like certain members of our staff 
finding jobs elsewhere, or that St. Mary’s very survival as a parish was at 
stake.   
May I confirm to you now that all those rumors have no substance in the 
slightest. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/35:4
http://www.usccb.org/bible/james/2:1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/mark/7:31
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/090615.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/35:4
http://www.usccb.org/bible/james/2:1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/mark/7:31
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/090615.cfm
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Others have linked the delay in the Diocese’s authorizing our air-conditioning 
bid as some message that St. Mary’s isn’t going to be around long enough to 
benefit from such an investment.   
That is not true.   
I have an article in the bulletin with an update on where we are in that 
process. 
 
 
The truth is, we are one of the diocese’s ascendant parishes.   
Under Fr. David’s leadership over the past 3 years, our parish has flourished.  
When I came here 3 ½ years ago, our parish was operating under deficit 
spending.   
We were withdrawing from our small savings account from time to time to 
time, just to pay our weekly expenses.   
By my calculations, we would’ve been broke in 2 years.   
I thought I might have to lay myself off.   
 
We’ll folks, that was 3 ½ years ago and today we are solidly in the black.   
Now, we do struggle on a weekly basis, just like many of us struggle week-
in/week-out, month after month, year after year.   
But, I want to tell you, there is many a parish out in our diocese who would 
love to have the solid financial standing we have.   
 
It isn’t just our financial standing.   
I notice a joy about you as we gather in the lobby and outside after Mass.   
I see it at our devotion services, First Sunday Family gatherings, at the food 
pantry and at our ice cream socials.   
The annual report of St. Mary’s vital and active outreach is in your bulletin 
 
And it is you folks who are the ones who do it all.   
Fr. David’s leadership empowered us with confidence in ourselves and in our 
parish.   
By putting the things of God first, we were open to his heavenly blessings and 
we have been so wonderfully blessed. 
 
That is the self-talk I had with myself during the week following Fr. David’s 
announcement.   
Every time I started to lament, “Oh, what is going to become of us?”  
I redirected myself to put God first and find that attitude of gratitude, of faith 
and confidence in God’s care. 
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Now I am going to share a little imperfection of mine.   
Sometimes I see all to clearly what God should do.   
I am shameless in telling him, and of course I usually attach a time-line in 
which I think He should do it.   
While God does want us to offer up all our concerns and cares to Him,  
in his divine wisdom, He chooses a time-line that is for our best good.   
Why can’t I see that? 
 
Well, God gave me some humble pie to chew on.   
While I was practicing redirecting my aching heart towards faithful hope, I 
had not had much time to tell God what I think He should do about it.   
I was going about parish business 3 Fridays ago when at around 3:00 PM, I 
received a call from Sir Michael Emmons requesting that I hustle over to open 
up our rectory for a couple of weekend guests. 
They were about to arrive within the next couple hours. 
 
That was the first word I had received that Fr. James and Br. Edward were 
coming to town and that Fr. James had accepted Bishop Bradley’s invitation to 
return to the Diocese with the express purpose of pastoring St. Mary’s.   
In addition, St. Mary’s is to host the Oratory of St. Philip Neri. 
 
My humble pie in all of this is that I had not even thought of Fr. James as being 
a possibility and yet who could have been a better choice in the whole wide 
world!   
 
While I am often impatient with God’s timing, here Providence responded to 
our need before I could even see clearly what our need was. 
 
Our lived parish experience over the past three weeks is a perfect parable for 
faith and hope in our Father’s providence. 
 
Allow me to read the Isaiah prophecy again.   
This time, listen to it as if God is speaking to St. Mary’s, because he is. 
 
ISAIAH 35:4-7A 
 
Given God’s assurance to us, now see Jesus coming to you, being present to, 
opening your heart, healing what makes you deaf and dumb, of what 
separates you from God and each other.   
Come to his altar and be brought into his divine life.  
 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/35:4
http://www.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/35:4
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i John R. Donahue, S.J. & Daniel J. Harrington, S.J., Sacra Pagina: The Gospel of Mark, 
p.240 
 
ii Graziano Marcheschi, MA, DMin & Nancy Seitz Marcheschi,  Workbook for Lectos, 
Gospel Readers, and Proclaimers of the Word, p.236 


